
DISCUSSION PAPERS RESEARCH

Organizing Your Social Sciences Research Paper: 8. The Discussion. This guide provides advice on how to develop
and organize a research.

NOTE: Besides the literature review section, the preponderance of references to sources is usually found in the
discussion section. Use the same key terms, mode of narration, and verb tense [present] that you used when
when describing the research problem in the introduction. You should write a direct, declarative, and succinct
proclamation of the study results. The discussion section should relate your results to those found in other
studies, particularly if questions raised from prior studies served as the motivation for your research.
University of Toronto; Sauaia, A. Comment on their relative importance in relation to your overall
interpretation of the results and, if necessary, note how they may affect the validity of your findings. George
Mason University; Discussion. The discussion section should remain focused on the findings of your study.
Make Suggestions for Further Research Although your study may offer important insights about the research
problem, other questions related to the problem likely remain unanswered. George Mason University;
Discussion. Below, we explain each, pointing out its strengths and weaknesses. In the business world, white
papers also are used for marketing purposes â€” to describe a new product or approach, for instance, or
diagnose a problem. If needed, use subheadings to help organize your presentation or to group your
interpretations into themes. Using first person can help emphasize a point or illustrate a contrasting finding. In
choosing working papers, journalists should communicate with scholars about the progress of their research
and how confident they are in the claims they are making. Therefore, be careful that you do not read more into
the findings than can be supported by the evidence you've gathered. If appropriate, note any unusual or
unanticipated patterns or trends that emerged from your results and explain their meaning in relation to the
research problem. Describe the patterns, principles, and relationships shown by each major findings and place
them in proper perspective. If there is prior research to indicate this, you need to explain why it was significant
or unanticipated. This part of the discussion should begin with a description of the unanticipated finding,
followed by a brief interpretation as to why you believe it appeared and, if necessary, its possible significance
in relation to the overall study. The sequencing of providing this information is important; first state the
answer, then the relevant results, then cite the work of others. A few historical references may be helpful for
perspective, but most of the references should be relatively recent and included to aid in the interpretation of
your results or used to link to similar studies. Begin this part of the section by repeating what you consider to
be your most important finding first.


