
AN ANALYSIS OF THEMES IN THE GRAPES OF WRATH BY JOHN

STEINBECK

A summary of Themes in John Steinbeck's The Grapes of Wrath. In his brief history of California in Chapter 19,
Steinbeck portrays the state as the product of.

Steinbeck uses these and other literary tools to skillfully present his message, which is just as interesting as its
delivery. As Steinbeck puts it, 'Some of the owner men were kind because they hated what they had to do, and
some of them were angry because they hated to be cruel, and some of them were cold because they had long
ago found that one could not be an owner unless one were cold. Even for the Joads who are relatively healthy,
unpleasant conditions still abound. The Joad family, too, faces the same hardships as Pa Joad becomes almost
invalid, leaving Ma Joad to take hold of the family unity and Tom Joad to take the leadership role. The main
storyline is continually interspersed with short sketches and narratives, or explanatory discussions that show
what conditions of the era were like and what people were doing. With these shifts in family dynamics
coinciding with societal shifts, Steinbeck examines the traditional family structure and questions its
effectiveness. This mentality is evident both in the general narrative chapters and in the chapters that deal
specifically with the Joads and their direct acquaintances. Their eldest son, Noah, has always been slow and
quiet. In doing this he intersperses short, descriptive phrases without predicates into an ongoing monologue
which is the car dealers private thoughts. Wrath is shown in the final chapter, where women see their husbands
working and turning their fear into anger. They meet people who say that the life in California is hard and that
people there are dying of hunger. Yet it is at this moment Chapter 30 that the family manages to rise above
hardship to perform an act of unsurpassed kindness and generosity for the starving man, showing that the
Joads have not lost their sense of the value of human life. Under the pressure of these working conditions, the
"grapes of wrath" of the laborers ferment and grow bitterly strong. These farmers have been a part of their
land and have felt deeply connected to it for years: their hopes and dreams were lost or won in the soil, but
now an inanimate tractor plows their onetime territory. Some truckers at the coffee shop see this interchange
and leave Mae an extra-large tip. Here, Steinbeck depicts families gathering to share meals, tell stories of
common troubles, and help each other find work. When the farmers leave, they lose part of themselves. This
continued repetition is important because it has two effects on the passage as a whole. The Joads, and other
migrants, learned that not all Americans shared hospitality, kindness, or appreciation. At the beginning of the
novel, the Oklahoma sharecropper families are rendered powerless by the repossessing landowners. The land
turtle that appears in an early chapter, is a metaphorâ€¦ Family, Friendship, and Community Time and again in
The Grapes of Wrath, Steinbeck demonstrates the profound ties and nuanced relationships that develop
through kinship, friendship, and group identity. Death is prevalent from the very beginning of the novel until
the very end. Readers will note it again, for instance, when the Jehovites try unsuccessfully to convince Ma
that Granma's death is a good rather than an ill; or again, in the Weedpatch camp, when Mrs. Some of these
interludes are used to create a general mood or to foreshadow events later in the story. The Joads represents
families of the migrant workers who have to face the wrath of the modernization and industrialization of
agricultural farming. The reader witnesses this phenomenon at work when the Joads meet the Wilsons. This
theme even ties in directly with the title: the phrase "grapes of wrath" can be found in both the Book of
Revelation and the Battle Hymn of the Republic. All of these books were also made into movies and are now
Penguin Readers. In many places, people who became poor and homeless lived together in camps.
Recognizing the man's desperate condition, Rose of Sharon nurses him with the breast milk that would have
fed her baby. However, stiff resistance and wrath stay with the family against injustice and cruelty. Steinbeck
depicts the land as having a soul, and performing manual labor on that land provides a deeper understanding of
life. Near the end of the novel, the boxcar camp and the Joads' truck are flooded out, as a result of which the
family members, with the exception of Al, who remains behind with the truck, set off on foot in search of
higher ground. They're the only ones that'll help--the only ones. The landless farmers were displaced by the
machinery produced by the corporate culture.


