
HIGH SCHOOL AND DENTAL ASSISTING PROGRAM

DANB accepts high school dental assisting programs for NELDA certification if the program includes at least one
semester of dental assisting curriculum.

Students learn about their own ethical and professional responsibilities to their patients, to their employers,
and to the community at large. Dental assistants must be team players and effective communicators, working
closely with dentists and dental hygienists, who provide direct supervision. Students self-pace their study of
topics like oral anatomy, cavity classification, infection control, and preventive dentistry. Diploma and
certificate programs generally last between nine months and a year. In the guide below, prospective students
will learn about the steps needed to become a dental assistant, available training programs, components of a
successful career, salary data and overall job outlook. To be accepted into a certificate program, you will need
a high school diploma or GED. Helpful publications, membership available. All the tasks and skills that a
school plans to teach dental assistants must be broken down into units of study. Job security - A successful
dental office simply cannot function without a Dental Assistant, so this role will continue to be highly sought
after for the foreseeable future. Some states stipulate that aspiring dental assistants must graduate from an
accredited education program and pass a state-administered exam. In addition to becoming familiar with
dental tools and tray set-ups, students learn how to sterilize equipment and adhere to infection control and
hazard protocols. Dental assistants are needed in every part of the country, from big cities to smaller towns.
American Indian Dentists Society of American Indian Dentists SAID National organization promotes dental
health in the American Indian community; encourages American Indian youth to pursue a career in the
profession of dentistry; serves as a resource for assistance to American Indian students interested in the
profession of dentistry; provides role-model leadership; promote American Indian heritage and traditional
values and promotes and supports the unique concerns of American Indian dentists. While advertising in
newspapers and on television can spread the word to the general public, niche marketing can bring higher
enrollment numbers. While level of experience and geographic location affects wages, becoming a dental
assistant can be both professionally and financially rewarding. This orientation may be provided by a dentist ,
dental hygienist , or by an already-trained dental assistant. March 8, Tatiana Beamon plans to work as a dental
assistant while going to college. The first is that research has revealed a closer link between oral health and
general health than was previously believed to exist. Furthermore, all of these professionals often employ
more than one single assistant. Students learn about digital imaging, CT imaging, dental radiation risks, and
clinical approaches to interpreting images. Why Study Dental Assisting Online? General education
requirements may include humanities, science, computer literacy, and communication. Organization and
administrative skills Assistants need to have all tools and materials laid out for the dentist or hygienist when a
procedure begins. Teachers are needed to provide training and instruction to dental assistant students in the
program. All CODA-accredited programs must meet the same standard of education, no matter which mode of
learning they use. Some schools may offer accelerated training or longer part-time options. One way to start
answering this question is to consider which personality traits and skills are typical among dental assistants:
Teamwork and communication skills Camaraderie and collaboration are essential in a dental office so that
staff can focus on providing excellent customer service. Graduates of any of these accredited programs are
eligible to sit for national and state-level certification exams. Even within a single state, there may be different
regulations regarding training, registration, and permits or licenses, depending on the level at which a dental
assistant is working. Examples of this kind of coursework include dental science topics like head and neck
anatomy, oral pathology, dental charting, dental office management, and nutrition. Some dental assisting
programs with greater online flexibility will require students to complete observations at local dental offices in
lieu of certain pre-clinical lab work. CODA-accredited programs must include an externship. Dental assistant
schools are like other schools in that they need policies and procedures for handling emergency situations. It is
also interesting to note that certain states are amending their regulations to allow dental assistants to handle
expanded dentistry functions , thereby increasing demand in the field. Income potential Considering the
relatively minimal amount of education required to become a dental assistant, this career pays rather well.
After finishing their education and passing any required certifications, dental assistants perform a variety of
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essential functions. This allows more than one student to practice a task or skill at one time. This may involve
sterilizing tools and preparing certain materials beforehand. Course 4: Dental Radiology X-rays are an integral
part of dental examinations. Course 5: Dental Ethics and Law In an ethics and law course, students learn about
professional codes of conduct, regulatory laws, and ethical considerations. The quickest option is the dental
assisting certificate.


