
WRITING AN ARTIST STATEMENT WORKSHEET MIDDLE SCHOOL

Writing an artist statement can be a daunting task for middle school students. More often than not, students become
stuck on what to write.

Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific
textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. What, if anything,
looks different than what you expected? Craft and Structure 4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in
a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word
choices shape meaning or tone. But being invited into the artist's psyche, learning more about the work and its
creator can make the experience even more remarkable. Use press quotes. When writing their descriptive
paragraph, students should describe specific details in their image using complete sentences. Before
discussing, students should brainstorm questions they have about the photograph. What surprised you about
this image? Write in the first person I. Mention well known artists who have influenced you and your work.
Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners,
building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. Remind them to be aware of
transitions between sentences to unify important ideas. Use historic quotes that you relate to as an artist to
validate you or your work. These questions can be recorded on the blackboard, and will ideally form the basis
for the artist's statements the students will write. There she sat in that lean-to tent with her children huddled
around her, and seemed to know that my pictures might help her, and so she helped me. Production and
Distribution of Writing 4. List important collections corporations, museums, well known people, etc. Range of
Writing  She told me her age, that she was thirty-two. Have you experienced a similar attraction to a subject
you photographed? She said that they had been living on frozen vegetables from the surrounding fields, and
birds that the children killed. As a prewriting activity, students can use the activities outlined in the museum
visit lesson Lesson 2 as a way to brainstorm ideas for their own statements. Sit in a quiet place and write or
record the essence of why you love making art. How do these words affect the way we view this photograph?
Next, each student will write an artist's statement based on his or her own photograph. Produce clear and
coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience. Did this information surprise you? Remember you are giving away a piece of your life when you
sell your art. Peer review will also help students refine their ideas as well as get an outside opinion on their
works of art. Have your students view photographs and read artist's statements created by Los Angeles
students as models for their own work. Using the Dorothea Lange image as a model, inform students that you
might begin by writing: "In this image, a woman sits with her face resting in her hand I do not remember how
I explained my presence or my camera to her, but I do remember she asked me no questions. Once students
have selected a photograph, they should write responses based on the three methods of analysis that they
practiced in the previous two lessons. As a class, read Lange's comments about her photograph, below. For
more national and California state standards for this curriculum, refer to the charts found in the links at the top
right of this page. Students should also use correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation. It is thought that as
much as 30 percent of the consumer's decision-making process when contemplating a purchase can be affected
by information contained in this "marketing tool". Students should use the answers to these questions to
construct their own artist's statements. There was a sort of equality about it. Finally, students should analyze
their image formally. A useful tool for beginning this dialogue is asking the students what they would like to
know about the picture or the photographer. Because an artist's statement is complex, students should go
through a process of revisions.


