
WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT IN MALAYSIA

The concept of Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) was first introduced in Malaysia since s in various
forms. However, the.

This state of affairs raises problems of water and air pollution, public health and urban environmental
degradation. River water quality and pollution control need to be addressed urgently since 98 percent of the
total water used originates from rivers. These will lead to further pressure on water resources due to increasing
demand for industrial use and increasing water pollution due to industrial effluents. Moving towards
integrated river basin management - The river basin is a geographical unit with a well-defined boundary that
defines the totality of the hydrological process and transcends political and administrative limits. The key
objectives of the vision are as follows: Water for people: all have access to safe, adequate and affordable water
supply, hygiene and sanitation. Driving forces in the water sector As a result of the visioning exercise, a
number of driving forces were identified which are expected to greatly affect the water sector scenario in the
first quarter of the 21st century. In the Klang Valley, an estimated 80 tons of waste ends up in the river system
every day. A major portion of household refuse which is not collected, burnt or buried finds its way into drains
and rivers. There is a need for legislation and policies to encourage private-sector participation. The
implementation of IWRM and IRBM need to be enhanced and further strengthened in order to ensure the
sustainability of the water resources and river basin in Langat. The driving forces related to governance
include institutional and legal reforms and stakeholder participation in the process of decision-making in water
resources management. The increased expectations of the people will bring about heavier demands on the
water resources, both for water supply and for pollution control. The most powerful trend, however, is the
increasing public concern over environmental degradation; it will contribute an important and useful
perspective to the process of decision-making in resource development and management. Most rivers now,
including the Klang River, have been fully restored. The problem of population growth is particularly felt in
the urban areas, due to rural-urban migration and growing urbanization. However, the key issue remained how
to implement it? Mining operations, housing and road development, logging and clearing of forest are major
causes of high concentration of suspended sediments in the rivers. It has been estimated that altogether about
29 km2 or nine percent of the total land area of Malaysia are flood-prone, affecting some 12 percent of the
population. Strong institutions built around river basin entities manage both land and water matters in an
integrated manner, supported by well thought out catchment and river basin management plans and using
comprehensive databases and decision support systems models. In general, existing water distribution systems
for domestic use and irrigation are largely inefficient and fast deteriorating. However, this economic
development and the resulting rapid urbanization and industrialization have given rise to problems of
increased water pollution. Water shortages are no longer an issue. Tourism and recreation flourish in the water
environment. Besides the construction of dams and reservoirs and the improvement of river systems, measures
to increase infiltration and to store the excess water in small ponds and retention basins are being promoted.
These will have broad implications, including increased demand for municipal water, expansion of irrigated
agriculture to produce more food, conversion of agricultural land for urban and industrial expansion, and
pollution of water resources by urban, industrial and agricultural wastewater discharges. There is therefore a
need to instil awareness on the economic, social and environmental value of water among politicians,
decision-makers and other stakeholders in the water sector.


