
SHOULD THE US ENACT A MANDATORY UNIVERSAL MOTORCYCLE

HELMET LAW

Although statewide universal motorcycle helmet laws effectively increase efforts to increase helmet use through
education and legislation should be strongly considered. . the U.S. Congress is unwilling to pass federal gun control
laws due to . repeal of Pennsylvania's mandatory motorcycle helmet law.

Fatality rates and crash rates fluctuate year to year based on a number of factors. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. In the s, after two postwar decades during which the motorcycle evolved into a symbol of
freedom and masculinity in the US, the federal government got involved : The National Highway Safety Act
introduced drastic and unwelcome changes to US motorcycle culture. Donorcycles: Do motorcycle helmet
laws reduce organ donations? Abstract Background Motorcycle helmets reduce both motorcycle-related
fatalities and head injuries. Motorcycle injuries worsen with weaker helmet law: Study. This was, of course,
almost certainly grossly inadequate, as Michigan AAA pointed out , but was in fact a concession to reality,
however weak. We do not want to be forced to eat certain diets because some think that it too may be good for
us, reduce deaths and medical costs, and make us more productive citizens. AMA position in support of
voluntary helmet use. Costs Once legislation requiring helmet use has been enacted, implementation costs are
minimal. The Hurt Study corroborates this statistic, finding that riders wearing helmets showed significantly
lower risk for all types of neck and head injury. The inevitable controversy surrounding the legislation will
help to publicize the new law extensively. In alone, an estimated motorcycle-related fatalities were prevented
by helmet use and more lives could have been saved if all motorcyclists had worn helmets [ 4 ]. Indeed, a
study of more than 70, patients from the National Trauma Databank revealed that mortality among helmeted
motorcyclists was 3. Personal freedom versus evidence In a free society, we are faced with questions that
balance individual freedom and risk. In an effort to prevent undue cost to the healthcare system due to head
injury and to prevent future unnecessary deaths, Congress may wish to adopt a federal universal motorcycle
helmet law. An evidence-based review: Helmet efficacy to reduce head injury and mortality in motorcycle
crashes: EAST practice management guidelines. Studies also support the notion that motorcycle helmets save
lives. Most other States had laws covering only riders under a specified age, typically 18 or 21 [IIHS, a].
Cherry RA. Those individuals who oppose helmet laws often claim such legislation interferes with their right
to choose and argue that individuals should decide what level of risk they are willing to expose themselves to
while riding a motorcycle. Many proponents of mandatory motorcycle helmet laws claim that the devastating
injuries helmetless riders often sustain place undue burdens on others in the form of increased insurance
premiums, avoidable drains on the health care system, and the potential costs of long-term care that may entail
state-supported health care services. Keywords: Motorcycle helmet, Health policy, Injury prevention
Background Motorcycle helmets reduce both motorcycle-related fatalities and head injuries [ 1 , 2 ]. In , there
were 2, motorcycle crashes; the year with the next lowest number was , with 3, crashes.


