
BARACK OBAMA 2004 KEYNOTE SPEECH

The keynote address at the Democratic National Convention (DNC) was given by then Illinois State Senator, United
States senatorial candidate, and future President Barack Obama on the night of Tuesday, July 27, , Obama began
drafting his speech while staying in a hotel in Springfield, Illinois, several days.

That they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights. It's the hope of slaves sitting around a
fire singing freedom songs. Obama figured this was a moment in time and that the fuss would subside soon
enough. In this election, we offer that choice. Was he worried about the speech, the kind of spotlight that had
made political leaders including William Jennings Bryan, Mario Cuomo and Ann Richards national figures? It
was really quite an exceptional speech, or I'm being prejudiced, I don't know. So, you know, who knows what
lines I could slip in there Obama was unknown and underfunded. The audience erupted in cheers for the
convention's keynote speaker, Barack Obama, the Democrat Party's Senate candidate in Illinois. John Kerry
calls on us to hope. When we could steal a few seconds, Obama kept emphasizing to me that this was all
temporary, that the fuss would all end soon enough. A belief that we are connected as one people. Yet, I know
that, on this night, they look down on me with pride. But they sense, deep in their bones, that with just a
change in priorities, we can make sure that every child in America has a decent shot at life, and that the doors
of opportunity remain open to all. I stand here knowing that my story is part of the larger American story, that
I owe a debt to all of those who came before me, and that in no other country on Earth is my story even
possible. Let me assure you, I am not here to make a political speech, and the topic at hand should not, must
not, have anything to do with partisanship," he said in his prepared greeting to the audience. The hope of a
mill worker's son who dares to defy the odds. Normalcy would be an early casualty of what would come next
for Obama, beginning with that keynote. A great individual, a great Illinoisan. My parents shared not only an
improbable love; they shared an abiding faith in the possibilities of this nation. A keynoter like I have never
heard. Speaking of the broadcast networks that had not covered the address, the column said, "They missed the
national debut of what could be one of the most exciting and important voices in American politics in the next
half century. The pundits like to slice and dice our country into. The big speeches of Monday and Tuesday
nights were both strikingly nonpartisan and included easy nods to the other side. So instead of offering tax
breaks to companies shipping jobs overseas, he'll offer them to companies creating jobs here at home. After
the war, they studied on the G. We have real enemies in the world. He grew up herding goats, went to school
in a tin-roof shack. John Kerry believes in energy independence, so we aren't held hostage to the profits of oil
companies or the sabotage of foreign oil fields. Some Obama advisors were concerned prior to his delivery,
because it amounted to the first time he used a teleprompter. Kennedy took center stage last night at the
Democratic National Convention, accusing President Bush of squandering the good will that flowed to
America following the Sept. My speech is pretty good. Obama was better. That's real pressure.


