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It is intended to represent the conflict between truth and error, between good and evil. Thanne was he bothe in
lordshipe and servage. In any case, we have seen that the Church was heavily weakened by these three
calamities. Here I think we will respond to the poetry more fully if we recall some basic points about marriage
in Chaucer's period. In the first example of 'Sir Topas', he completes his own scheme with his own
incompleteness. There is no nobler image of the ideal, in the ideal sense of that vulgarized term, than that
single glimpse in Chaucer: Virgin, that art so noble of apparail That leadest us unto the highe tower Of
Paradise In the religious atmosphere of the time, it took the form of going about delivering ranting sermons
about the Indulgences attached to works of piety and charity; and then sending round the hat in the usual rather
vulgar fashion. What is much more curious is the fact that neither ever noticed that the unfortunate Richard did
not by any means merely stand for Divine Right; that in his earliest days he stood for what we are accustomed
to consider much later rights, and for some which were, at least relatively speaking, the rights of democracy.
This background of debate and uncertainty feeds into the Prologue and Tale of the Wife of Bath: a woman â€”
a member of the inferior sex in a fiercely patriarchal society â€” telling men that after centuries of being in
charge they have got it all wrong. But with all this Chaucer had less to do, being a Londoner and, on his more
popular side, a son of the Guilds and not the peasantry. Modern psychiatrists could have a field-day with all
this repression and the swift projection onto women of anything the medieval man found unacceptable in
himself! I know not why the people who are so silent about this go about glorying in the fact of having painted
Tasmania red in an atlas or introduced the golf of Tooting to the upper classes of Turkey. The Renaissance
exalted the Poet, but even more it exalted the Prince; it was not primarily thinking about the Peasant. The only
way for man to redeem himself from the degradation of being something expelled from the female body at
birth is to expel the female from his own body, and the only way he can do this is symbolically, as through
verbal invective against or degradation of woman, or through laws preventing women from participating in the
masculine social body. You Samaritans do not really know whom you worship; but we Jews know whom we
worship, because it is from the Jews that salvation comes. Augustine c. The nearest equivalent in those days
was confessio. Having said this, he let the matter drop, and it was forgotten for a little over a month. The
church was no longer quite so powerful as it had been, after Wyclif had translated the bible into English and
his followers, the Lollards, were in favour of reading and interpreting the bible for themselves. The serpent
deceives Adam and Eve, from f. In this perspective a husband's tyranny would be judged in very different
Page terms than those of the Knight of the Tower. The Canterbury Tales were adapted to an opera, sung in
English, available on two compact discs from Chandos Records of Colchester, England. From the
introduction, readers are led to expect the Prioress to be a meek person who tells a simple, gentle story. But,
for all that, it is true that the true poet is ultimately dedicated to Beauty, in a world where it is cleansed of
beastliness, and it is not either a new scheme or theory on the one hand, nor a narrow taste or technique on the
other. Would this mean the male is more like a lord than a servant, more a traditional husband than Troilus?


