
THE GLASS CASTLE CHAPTER NOTES

Chapter Summaries. I. A women on the street. Ch. 1 pg. Jeannette was sitting in a taxi, questioning her wardrobe choice
for the evening.

Whenever Brian and Jeannette saw her, they feared she was on drugs or had developed mental health issues.
He came in to the house in a rage looking for Rose Mary. Jeannette and Brian would find their fridge empty so
they went to a big green dumpster behind a warehouse where they found chocolate. Jeannette gave in to when
her father convinced her to stew up the gash on his arm. She started yelling at Lori and gave her a whipping
with a wooden paddle when she had done nothing wrong. Lori and Jeannette created a budget but Rose Mary
never handed over the money. When he came back he said she was nice. The first thing Mom begins to talk
about is Picasso. The family drifts apart. Bertha Whitefoot was a half-Indian woman who lived in a shack near
the depot. Lori loved Freddy The Pig and all the Oz books. Maureen had silky white-blond hair. Rose Mary
made the children distract the employees while she hides the clothes under her jacket. By coming full circle,
she has explained how this mother and daughter have come to live such vastly different lives even if she has
not fully investigated why her parents often did not take into account the varied needs of their children. She
bought the basics: sacks of flour or cornmeal, powdered milk, onions, potatoes, twenty-pound bags of ride or
pinto beans, salt, sugar, yeast for making bread, cans of jack mackerel, a canned ham or a fat slab of bologna,
and for dessert, cans of sliced peaches. She told her mother to get out of bed and if everyone pretended they
were sick the schools would be empty. However, Dad's paranoia about the state and organized society,
coupled with his alcoholism, leads them to move frequently. Is it fear or embarrassment that made her lie
about her life and parents? Rose Mary gave him a brass cigarette lighter from the nineteen twenties in the
shape of a Scottish terrier for Christmas. At first, Phoenix offers the family some stability; Mom's house is
large and has a yard and the children enroll in school. Pride is another theme. The Hall children were all born
mentally disabled. And I promised myself I never would. Her dress catches on fire, but she is unable to scream
until the fire singes her hair and her eyelashes. Jeannette saw Venus shining the most, even though it was a
planet, Rex let her have it.


