
THE CASUALTIES AT THE THREE BATTLE OF YPRES

The Third Battle of Ypres also known as the Battle of Passchendaele was a campaign of the First World War, fought by
the Allies.

Aftermath The British Official History recorded a total of , British Empire casualties killed, wounded and
missing, during the offensive. Facts Matter. The capture of the ridge inflated Haig's confidence and
preparations began. In early , the importance of the capture of the Gheluvelt plateau for an advance further
north was emphasised by Haig and the army commanders. The Germans suffered another , killed or wounded.
On the next day the German attack was made after an intense bombardment on the front from the Messines
Ridge to the north of the Menin road. Siegfried Sassoon in How is the centenary being commemorated? Given
such an onslaught the German Fourth Army, led by Arnim, fully expected an imminent offensive: the element
of surprise was entirely absent. The Third Battle of Ypres was, like its predecessors, a costly exercise. Recent
estimates suggest a higher total, thought to have been around , There was much trench mortaring, mining and
raiding by both sides and from January to May, the Second Army had 20, casualties. Further attacks in
October failed to make much progress. Passchendaele Map Why is the battle controversial? Gradients vary
from negligible, to at Hooge and at Zonnebeke. The infantry attack began on 31 July. While the first and
second battles at Ypres were attacks by the Germans against the Allied-controlled salient around
Ypresâ€”which crucially blocked any German advance to the English Channelâ€”the third was spearheaded
by the British commander in chief, Sir Douglas Haig. Learn More in these related Britannica articles:. At the
end, the point of it all was unclear. Haig ordered Currie to bring his four divisions to Belgium and take up the
fight around Passchendaele. Learn More in these related Britannica articles:. Charles FitzClarence and
delivered by the 2nd Battalion Worcestershire Regiment against Gheluvelt from the north drove the Germans
out of the village. Thoughts of outflanking the Germans were abandoned as it became clear that there was a
very real danger of losing the Channel ports to a German advance. Six more divisions, including a division of
the Prussian Guard, were collected for a final effort to break through into Ypres. While the French Army
suffered around 8, casualties, German losses remain controversial. A German assault at Langemarck, north of
Ypres, was checked, but a French counterattack on October 24 yielded little result. The Eingreif divisions
were stationed behind the Menin and Passchendaele ridges. Sponsored Links Haig had long mulled the idea of
launching a major offensive in Flanders. The ostensible aim of the campaign was to be the destruction of
German submarine bases on the Belgian coast, following a warning issued by British Admiral Jellicoe that the
current level of shipping losses would prevent the British from sustaining the war into , thus requiring
clearance of the bases on the Belgian coast. Thus, the first phase of the battle ended with the French holding
the northern half of a semicircle east of Ypres and the British occupying the southern half. Among these were
38, Australians, 5, New Zealanders, and more than 15, Canadians; this final figure was almost exactly the total
that had been predicted by Currie ahead of the battle. Gun emplacements were improved. Troops and officers
were allowed time to prepare for the attack, which opened on October 26,  The British commander Sir
Douglas Haig was eager to destroy the German submarine bases on the Belgian north-east coast. Start Your
Free Trial Today The bloody stalemate at Ypres Initial action While Falkenhayn waited to spring his trap, the
new Allied advance was developing piecemeal, as corps detrained from the south and swung eastward to form
the hook of the attempted flanking maneuver. The capture of the ridge was a necessary precursor to an
offensive aimed at capturing Passchendaele ridge. Soldiers during the First World War's battle of
Passchendaele. Yet the flatness of the plain made stealth impossible: as with the Somme, the Germans knew
an attack was imminent and the initial bombardment served as final warning. They succeeded in capturing it
and the ruins of Passchendaele village from the Germans. Sir Douglas Haig , used that opportunity to
reorganize and strengthen his front. Haig had long wanted a British offensive in Flanders and, following a
warning that the German blockade would soon cripple the British war effort, wanted to reach the Belgian coast
to destroy the German submarine bases there. It is further argued that the disastrous turn in the climate could
not have been predicted: that the rainfall was by far the heaviest for many years. Whereas Gough favoured
sweeping aggression, Plumer planned a series of small gains rather than an all-out breakthrough. The eventual
capture of Passchendaele village by British and Canadian forces on 6 November finally gave Haig an excuse
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to call off the offensive claiming success.


