
CHARLES DREW BIOGRAPHY REPORT

Pioneering African-American physician Charles Drew has done According to one report, Drew helped collect roughly 14,
pints of plasma.

The racial segregation of the pre-Civil Rights era constrained Drew's options for medical training. According
to one report, Drew helped collect roughly 14, pints of plasma. John Beattie, a visiting professor from
England. He married Lenore Robbins in  Charles and his younger siblings, Joseph, Elsie, and Nora, grew up in
the largely middle-class and interracial neighborhood of Foggy Bottom a third sister, Eva, was born after the
family moved to Arlington, Virginia, in  He became an instructor at Howard University's medical school in 
He worked on developing a blood bank to be used for U. Army and Navy. On August 9, , the first air shipment
of blood plasma left for England via the Portuguese Embassy in Lisbon. The answer to the transfusion
dilemma lay in the use of plasma, the straw-yellow fluid that remains after the cells in blood have been
removed by centrifuging. Education: Amherst College , 8. As he got older, his after-school and summer jobs
included supervising at city playgrounds, lifeguarding at the local swimming pool, and working construction
jobs. Along with the thousands of Black physicians and surgeons whose path was opened by Drew, virtually
anyone receiving a blood transfusion today is the direct beneficiary of his work. Drew met the decision of the
military with his usual calm. The same article also pays tribute to an English physician named Ward, who
suggested the use of plasma for battlefield transfusions during World War I. He was given a blood transfusion
at an all-white hospital but succumbed to the injuries. What is plasma? Drew died on April 1, , in Burlington,
North Carolina, from injuries sustained in a car accident while en route to a conference. Drew was outraged by
this racist policy, and resigned his post after only a few months. His research served as the basis of his
doctorate thesis, "Banked Blood," and he received his doctorate degree in 


