
A BIOGRAPHY OF PAUL GAUGUIN

Paul Gauguin, in full EugÃ¨ne-Henri-Paul Gauguin, (born June 7, , Paris, Franceâ€”died May 8, , Atuona, Hiva Oa,
Marquesas Islands.

In addition he had some health problems diagnosed as heart problems by the local doctor, which Mathews
suggests may have been the early signs of cardiovascular syphilis. Gauguin captures the luminous, unreal look
of the sub-equatorial interior, here decorated by floral textiles, or batiks, along with other earthy materials, all
suddenly illuminated by a momentary chemical combustion. His time away, particularly in Tahiti and Hiva Oa
Island, was the subject of much interest both then and in modern times due to his alleged sexual exploits.
Known to have a predilection for young girls, Gauguin became involved with a year-old Tahitian girl, who
served as a model for several of his paintings. Gauguin remained in Tahiti until , when poor health and lack of
funds forced his return to Paris. Legacy The vogue for Gauguin's work started soon after his death. Resources
From Our Sponsor "I am trying to put into these desolate figures the savagery that I see in them and which is
in me too He died of syphilis before he could start the prison sentence. The Impressionists were a group of
revolutionary artists who challenged traditional methods and subjects, and had been largely rejected by the
French art establishment. There was a vogue in Europe at the time for the art of other cultures, especially that
of Japan Japonisme. At that time he was being supported by the art dealer Ambroise Vollard. Without
adequate subsistence, his wife Mette Sophie Gadd and their five children returned to her family. For the next
several years, Gauguin alternated between living in Paris and Brittany. Most of his work remained rooted in
the natural world around him, a legacy of his roots in Impressionism. They lived for four years in Lima with
Paul's uncle and his family. While such works built upon the lessons of colour and brushstroke he learned
from French Impressionism, they rejected the lessons of perspectival space that had been developed in
Western art since the Renaissance. By now completely uninterested with Impressionism and what had, by that
time come to be referred to as Post-Impressionism , Gauguin focused on further developing his Symbolist flat
application of paint and bold palette as in his painting The Yellow Christ , a work largely influenced by
Japanese prints, African folk art, and popular imagery imprinted on Gauguin's memory from his travels to
South America and the French East Indies today's Caribbean. During his stay, the writer Lafcadio Hearn was
also on the island. At the time France had a policy of repatriation where if a citizen became broke or stranded
on a French colony, the state would pay for the boat ride back. Then he's the father of children, then he has his
wife and his children in Denmark, and at the same time he wants to go right to the other end of the globe to
Martinique. He was friends with fellow artist Vincent van Gogh. He was 54 years old. Facts Matter. His
biographer Belinda Thomson observes that he must have been disappointed in his vision of a primitive idyll.
At the age of three, Gauguin and his family fled Paris for Lima, Peru, a move motivated by France's tenuous
political climate that prohibited freedom of the press. At age 17 Gauguin enlisted in the merchant marine , and
for six years he sailed around the world. The two artists began a regular correspondence, during which they
exchanged paintings, including self-portraits, among them Gauguin's Self-Portrait 'Les Miserables'  Historical
significance Primitivism was an art movement of late 19th century painting and sculpture; characterized by
exaggerated body proportions, animal totems, geometric designs and stark contrasts. In his Four Breton Girls ,
for instance, naturalistic tones of landscape co-exist with larger expanses of pattern and color that begin to
suggest a symbolic importance to the subject lying beyond what's immediately visible. Theo purchased three
of Gauguin's paintings for francs and arranged to have them hung at Goupil's, thus introducing Gauguin to
wealthy clients. Three years later, he joined the French navy in which he served for two years. Van Gogh's
brother and benefactor, Theo van Gogh, an art dealer by profession, served as Gauguin's primary business
manager and artistic confident at the time. He moved to Punaauia in , where he created the masterpiece
painting "Where Do We Come From" and then lived the rest of his life in the Marquesas Islands, returning to
France only once, when he painted at Pont-Aven. Gauguin was past age 35 and almost penniless, though a
loan from Degas, who approved of his theories on the importance of line, permitted him to go to Pont-Aven.
Like his friend Vincent van Gogh , with whom in he spent nine weeks painting in Arles, Paul Gauguin
experienced many bouts of depression and at one time attempted suicide. Gauguin, the man, became a legend
almost independently of his art and came to inspire a number of literary works based on his "exotic" life story
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- a prime example being W. The first artist to systematically use these effects and achieve broad public success
was Paul Gauguin. This background contributed to Gauguin's gradual development of a new kind of
"synthetic" painting, one that functions as a symbolic, rather than a merely documentary, or mirror-like,
reflection of reality. After what Gauguin claimed was an attempt to attack him with a razor, van Gogh
reportedly mutilated his own left ear. He executed some twenty paintings and a dozen woodcarvings over the
next year. Clovis died on the voyage, leaving eighteen-month-old Paul, his mother, and sister, to fend for
themselves. He also soon parted ways from his wife and children, and eventually went to Brittany, France.


