
CONTRAST AND ANTITHESIS

Antithesis emphasizes the idea of contrast by parallel structures of the contrasted phrases or clauses. The structures of
phrases and clauses are similar, in order.

Antithesis in Martin Luther King Jr. Take a look at a few noteworthy examples for historic moments and
marketing campaigns. Aslan represents the side of good, whereas the White Witch comes down on the side of
evil, sometimes even being compared to Satan in literature reviews. As a literary device, antithesis makes
contrasts in order to examine pros and cons of a subject under discussion, and helps to bring forth judgment on
that particular subject. In succession Houses rise and fall, crumble, are extended, Are removed, destroyed,
restored, or in their place Is an open field, or a factory, or a by-pass. How better to paint a picture or tug on a
heartstring than with an illustrative play on words? Money is the root of all evil: poverty is the fruit of all
goodness. Juxtaposition also does not necessitate a parallel grammatical structure. Convey magnitude or range
i. He asserts that the case is not difficult and yet requires the jury to be absolutely sure of their decision. You
can find antithesis examples in your favorite books and movies. These antithetical characters highlight the
conflict in the play. Should I stay or should I go now? An antithesis can be used to portray the importance of a
certain product or idea. In Hamlet, he writes, "Give every man thy ear, but few thy voice. The passage
contains many examples of antithesis, each consisting of one pair of contrasting ideas that we've highlighted to
make the structure clearer. Here, Henry uses antithesis to emphasize just how highly he prizes liberty, and how
deadly serious he is about his fight to achieve it. Interestingly, the contrast isn't stark. Foil Some Internet
sources use "antithesis" to describe an author's decision to create two characters in a story that are direct
opposites of one anotherâ€”for instance, the protagonist and antagonist. However, strictly speaking there isn't
true parallelism here because "cold outside" and "month of May" are different types of grammatical structures
an adjective phrase and a noun phrase, respectively. This combination of a balanced structure with opposite
ideas serves to highlight the contrast between them. Some additional key details about antithesis: Antithesis
works best when it is used in conjunction with parallelism successive phrases that use the same grammatical
structure , since the repetition of structure makes the contrast of the content of the phrases as clear as possible.
However, if you want to elevate yourself to a status higher than humankind, you'll have to learn to forgive one
another. Let those who worship evil's might Beware my powerâ€”Green lantern's light! Examples of
Antithesis in Literature In literature, writers employ antithesis not only in sentences, but also in characters and
events. Here are some notable examples of antithesis in literature and film: In Julius Caesar by William
Shakespeare , Marcus Brutus and Mark Antony were painted in opposite colors. Speakers use antithesis to
drive home the stakes of what they are saying, sometimes by contrasting two distinct visions of the future.
Lewis , Aslan and the White Witch are constantly at odds with one another. You'll also find antithesis used as
a literary device, intended to persuade the audience to feel a certain way. While the words involved in
oxymorons seem like they don't belong together until you give them deeper thought , the words or ideas of
antithesis do feel like they belong together even as they contrast as opposites. In fact, it's a rhetorical device
used to paint a picture without obviously stating that one character is against the other. For instance, Neil
Armstrong used antithesis when he stepped onto the surface of the moon in and said, "That's one small step for
a man, one giant leap for mankind. Martin Luther King, Jr. His beastliness is turned into beauty. The word
"antithesis" has another meaning, which is to describe something as being the opposite of another thing.
Common Examples of Antithesis The use of antithesis is very popular in speeches and common idioms, as the
inherent contrasts often make antithesis quite memorable. Many of his sonnets and plays include examples of
antithesis. Snow White wanted to be kind and helpful to her fellow man, while the Wicked Witch wanted to
poison her with an apple, thus taking away her beauty and charm. Oxymoron In an oxymoron , two seemingly
contradictory words are placed together because their unlikely combination reveals a deeper truth. Better to
reign in Hell than serve in Heaven. Forbid it, Almighty God! Antithesis in William Shakespeare's Hamlet
Shakespeare's plays are full of antithesis, and so is Hamlet's most well-known "To be or not to be" soliloquy.
This contrast can serve a number of purposes, as shown in the examples above.


