
THE THEMES OF SIN PUNISHMENT AND THE IMPORTANCE OF TRUTH IN

NATHANIEL HAWTHORNES THE SCARLET LETTER

In Nathaniel Hawthorne's The Scarlet Letter, there are many moral and In essence, The Scarlet Letter is a story of sin,
punishment and the importance of truth. One theme which plays a big role in The Scarlet Letter is that of sin and its
effects.

However, Hester's long-lost husband most terrifyingly represents the hypocrisy of sin. But the purpose of the
author is more profound and radical than could be fulfilled by this obvious and superficial way of dealing with
the situation. The strategy fails, and the tragic end is inevitable. The people of the town refer to him as 'an
absolute miracle' because of the medical aid he is able to give their beloved minister, Reverend Dimmesdale.
The theme of Frustration of Guilt 3. She chooses the latter: but at this point her course is swayed by a
providential circumstance with which society had nothing to do. The more good you do and the fewer sins you
commit, the more likely you are to go to heaven. It tackles all those big issues that humans struggle with:
What is morality? Dimmesdale, who makes revelations of the scaffold in the presence of the crowd. His
innocence is conscious and manipulated. Yet is there great need that it should be taught, for such teaching
serves a practical moral use. His life is revenge. God, as a direct consequence of the sin which man had thus
punished, had given her a lovely child, whose place was on that same dishonored bosom, to connect her parent
forever with the race and descent of mortals, and to be finally a blessed soul in heaven. Yet the average mind
would have found her an encumbrance. Hester loses a sense of her own humanity as a result of being cut off
from society. But this minister! It is evident, of course, that the fact that a man has suffered injury has nothing
to say, one way or the other, as to his personal character; and the only reason why a novelist should represent
him as amiable rather than the reverse is in an instance like the present that the reader might otherwise, in
disliking him, be led to regard too leniently the crime of which he is the victim. Women, although the "weaker
sex" in this heavily religious society, prove to be incredibly strong in this novel. Why is it significant that she
is related to the Governor? Questions About Revenge 1. The effects of these sins are different in each
character and every character was punished in a unique way. Two characters were perfect examples of this
theme in the novel. She exhibits an unfailing vigor and vivacity of spirits joined to a precocious and almost
preternatural intelligence, especially with reference to her mother's shameful badge. Are some sins worse than
others for Hawthorne? This appears a little strained. Throughout the novel there were many sins committed by
various characters. As a result, the law is able to achieve the intention to make the unconscious guilty.
Nathaniel Hawthorne's novel, The Scarlet Letter, revolves around the theme of sin and the effects it has on the
mind, body, and soul.


