
TOP TEN PERCENT RULE IN TEXAS

Texas House Bill , commonly referred to as the "Top 10% Rule", is a Texas law passed in It was signed into law by then
governor George W. Bush on May 20, The law guarantees Texas students who graduated in the top ten percent of.

We do, however, find stronger evidence of TTP effects for students who are not economically disadvantaged
than for their low-income peers. At these high schools, being in the top 10 percent increases the flagship
enrollment rate by at least 9 percentage points. It is also often criticized for its restrictions on the number of
students who can be admitted that are not part of the top ten percent. Anna Haynes, an international relations
junior from La Grange, was the only one from her graduating class to go to UT not by automatic admission.
Low-income students are more likely to rule prestigious institution out. First, we compute cumulative GPA at
a given point in time using grades received in courses taken up to that juncture. Instead, the increases in
flagship enrollment appear to decrease enrollment at comparably ranked private institutions. Often lost in the
debate over these policies is a more basic question: do they benefit the students who receive automatic
admissions? Second, we rank students within their schools based on cumulative GPA to determine absolute
class rank. For students not in the top 10 percent of their high-school class, admissions decisions are based on
standard criteria, including GPA and class rank, admissions test scores, and nonacademic factors such as
personal statements and extracurricular activities. Students from her high school generally get in automatically
or not at all. As expected, students in the top 10 percent are higher-performing across all measures of
academic achievement. Students walk through the campus of the University of Texas at Austin. The
aggressiveness of the new affirmative-action policy, however, is unclear. Proof Points Leave this field empty
if you're human: Beginning in , Texas guaranteed admission to its most selective public universities to any
student who graduated in the top 10 percent of his or her high school. Even so, the effect of the TTP Plan on
college outcomes near the eligibility cutoff has considerable policy relevance. Today, Latino students make up
21 percent and black students make up 4 percent of UT Austin. The bill was created as a means to avoid the
stipulations from the Hopwood v. For both measures, we find no clear evidence that program eligibility
increases the quality of institutions students attend. This past year, UT Austin reported about three-fourths of
their incoming freshmen were admitted solely based on their class rank. Others have suggested a move to a top
seven percent law. Yet disadvantaged and underrepresented minority students attend selective colleges at far
lower rates than do higher-income and white students. They are just like the next student if they get the
opportunity. As long as students cannot exert complete control over their exact class rank, students on either
side of the threshold should be similar in all respects other than whether they are in the top 10 percent. The
Daily Texan does not guarantee their accuracy. Cortes says many of these top students are going to college
and paying similar tuition to another public institution in Texas. In this study, we examine the effect of being
eligible for automatic admission under the Texas Ten Percent Plan. We focus our analysis on 17, graduates
from the through graduating classes. UT-Austin has argued for several years that the law has come to account
for too many of its entering students, with 81 percent of the freshmen having enrolled under it. The Top Ten
Percent Rule is forcing the universities to admit more students just because they are high in class rank, not for
what they can bring to the university. According to Wey-Acuna, coming from a small school means a smaller
chance of getting into UT under the Top 10 Percent rule, despite the fact that it helped her get in. That may
have lowered educational costs for eligible students, but it did not enhance the quality of their higher
education opportunities. The law only guarantees admission into university. Bollinger that affirmative action
in college admissions was permissible, effectively overruling Hopwood. And, indeed, we find that program
eligibility sharply reduces enrollment at private or out-of-state colleges.


