
MESOPOTAMIA WRITING ALPHABETS

Kids learn about the writing of Ancient Mesopotamia. of years until it was replaced by the Phoenician alphabet near the
end of the neo-Assyrian Empire.

Rhythm and meter, suggested, perhaps, by the rhythms of nature and bodily life, were apparently developed
by magicians or shamans to preserve, transmit, and enhance the magic incantations of their verse. Thus the
name of a king of Ur , read Ur-Bau at one time, was later read as Ur-Engur, and is now read as Ur-Nammu or
Ur-Namma; for Lugal-zage-si , a king of Uruk , some scholars continued to read Ungal-zaggisi; and so forth.
Of course with a different sign for every syllable, you have to have a whole lot of signs. Originally the
Sumerians made small tokens out of clay to represent the items. Eventually the Greeks, who were in close
trading contact with the Levant , adopted the Phoenician alphabet, added vowel sounds, and thus created the
Greek alphabet upon which our modern Latin alphabet is based. Carsten Niebuhr brought the first reasonably
complete and accurate copies of the inscriptions at Persepolis to Europe in  From Shuruppak, Iraq, circa BC.
Ashurbanipal was hoping to preserve the heritage, culture, and history of the region and understood clearly the
importance of the written word in achieving this end. With this clue in his hand, he identified and published an
alphabet of thirty letters, most of which he had correctly deciphered. All of these works, and those which came
after them, were only made possible through the advent of writing. In the four men met in London and took
part in a famous experiment to test the accuracy of their decipherments. Literature While most of the tablets
discovered have been government and financial records, some of the writings are literature. This literature
includes mythology of the Mesopotamian gods, tales of their heroes, poetry, and songs. But not long after that
people began to write poems and stories. Interesting Facts About Sumerian Writing People signed items with
personal seals made of stone, metal, or wood. They also developed a numeral system to represent multiple
instances of the same symbol rather than just inscribing them all. Sumerian is not related to any other known
language so is classified as a language isolate. The past, and the stories of the people, could now be preserved
through writing. Mesopotamian motifs can be detected in the works of Egyptian , Greek , and Roman works
and still resonate in the present day through the biblical narratives which they inform. Prior to this time, as
noted, the Bible was considered the oldest book in the world, the Song of Solomon was thought to be the
oldest love poem; but all of that changed with the discovery and decipherment of cuneiform. There was also
doubt whether the signs composing a Semite's name represented a phonetic reading or a logographic
compound. As Sumerian towns grew into cities, the people needed a way to keep track of business
transactions, ownership rights, and government records. Over time, however, the writing of the Sumerians
further developed to include sounds and meanings. Since the Sumerian language has only been widely known
and studied by scholars for approximately a century, changes in the accepted reading of Sumerian names have
occurred from time to time. Carved in the reign of King Darius of Persia â€” BC , they consisted of identical
texts in the three official languages of the empire: Old Persian , Assyrian and Elamite. Advertise Here Many
biblical texts were thought to be original works until cuneiform was deciphered. BABBAR â€” Sumerian for
"silver" â€” being used with the intended Akkadian reading kaspum, "silver" , an Akkadogram, or simply a
sign sequence of whose reading the editor is uncertain. In he finished his copy of the Behistun inscription, and
sent a translation of its opening paragraphs to the Royal Asiatic Society. Naturally, the "real" reading, if it is
clear, will be presented in small letters in the transliteration: IGI. Standard reconstruction of the development
of writing , with position of cuneiform.


