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How might it cause me to read the meaning of individual details differently? As this book tries to show,
analyzing is surprisingly formulaic. The absence of a single right answer does not, however, mean that all
possible interpretations are equal and equally convincing to readers. What do they have in common? Once you
acquire these skills, you will find it easier to adapt to the different kinds of writing you will encounter in
college. A common way of answering this question is to think of communication as having three possible
centers of emphasisâ€”the writer, the subject, and the audience. You'll learn to determine which details are
important in your subject, how to go about figuring out why they are important, and most important, how to
talk and write about what they mean. Moreover, like an analysis, a good summary does not aim to approve or
disapprove of its subject: the goal, in both kinds of writing, is to understand rather than to evaluate. Thanks
also go to the following students who have allowed us to use their writing in our book most recently : Jen Axe,
Wendy Eichler, Theresa Leinker, and Kim Schmidt. Papers will receive a single grade. But the writer would
not be free to use pieces of his or her personal history as conclusions about what the painting communicates,
unless these conclusions could also be reasonably inferred from the painting itself. This is not the place to take
up a comprehensive assessment of the ideas and impact of the New Criticism, but, as the best of the New
Critics clearly knew, things always mean as our book explicitly argues in context. The process of drawing out
implications is also known as making inferences. There is no need to argue, synthesize, or even have a good
idea. Get something on paper before worrying about what others might think of it. Learning to write well is
largely a matter of learning how to frame questions. The book does, however, contain writing exercises
throughout that can be applied to a wide range of materialsâ€”print and visual, text-based reading , and
experiential writing from direct observation. Prerequiste for enrollment during Winter Session or Summer
Session 1: consent. Does it mean the dog is curious and wants to play? If you are really stuck, take some notes
right before bedtime and write as soon as you wake in the morning. Her black dress and the fitted lace cap that
obscures her hair are not only emblems of her self-effacement, shrouds disguising her identity like her
expressionless face, but also the tools of her self-containment and thus of her power to remain aloof from
prying eyes. Interspersed throughout the text are boxes labeled Voices from across the Curriculum. A concrete
word appeals to the senses. Without embarking here on an extended foray into the evolution of theory in the
latter half of the twentieth century, we will just say that the value assumptions of both the New Criticism with
its faith in irony, tension, and ambiguity and structuralism with its search for universal structures of mind and
culture do not automatically accompany their methods. As you will see, the questions are geared toward
helping you locate and try on explanations for the meaning of various patterns of details. Similar Items. Return
to the original passage and interpret its meanings: what do the words imply? How can we begin to theorize the
significance of the observation? Anyone who has ever done science knows that nothing could be further from
the truth. Keep answering the question in different ways, letting your answers grow in length as they identify
and begin to interpret the significance of telling details. Instructions will be posted on the course BlackBoard
site. Although the interpretive leaps from observation to idea can probably never be fully explained, we are not
thus required to relegate the meaning-making process to the category of imponderable mystery. Just listen in
on a few conversations to be reminded of how pervasive this phenomenon really is. What is the attraction of
this painting this being one of the questions that an analysis might ask? Our book does not prescribe a
fill-in-the-blank grid for analyzing data, but it does try to xxii Preface describe systematically what good
thinkers doâ€”as acts of mindâ€”when they are confronted with data. Attendance Policy: Each student is
permitted four unexcused absences without a mandatory reduction in grade. We will have more to say in
Chapter 4 against the charge that analysis makes something out of nothingâ€”the spaces between the
linesâ€”rather than out of what is there in black and white. What does this new pattern mean?


