
AN ANALYSIS OF THE ELEMENTS OF PURITANISM IN THE SCARLET

LETTER AND YOUNG GOODMAN BROWN BY NATHANIEL

From the scaffolding in the Scarlett Letter, to the dark, deep, and evil forests of Young Goodman Brown ; these are
elements of Puritanism. Nathaniel Hawthorne .

Evil must be your only happiness. This analysis will break down the techniques that the author uses to critique
the puritan society and to show the difference between how people appear to be in society and the true colors
that they are hidden inside of them. For further analysis, it is significant to emphasize that he was born into a
family who had been of Puritan belief for generations, since this shaped his mindset cf. Bradford, William.
Carroll  What hooks you? And nope, we don't source our examples from our editing service! History and
Development of Puritanism B. True, the Puritans' doctrines, arguably the balance between Election and
damnation, attempted to allow for such comfort. There was one voice, of a young woman. Uncover new
sources by reviewing other students' references and bibliographies Inspire new perspectives and arguments or
counterarguments to address in your own essay Read our Academic Honor Code for more information on how
to use and how not to use our library. For instance, when he began signing his works, he added w to his family
name in order to find distance from his Puritan ancestors cf. And he continues to explain: "Fiction and history
differ presumably in the ontological reality of the initiating event. Since Hawthorne accepted the historical
view that the Puritan founders of the nation passed on their character to the national identity and that that
character would be passed on to their national descendents, this psychological portrait becomes that of
America itself. It was strange to see, that the good shrank not from the wicked, nor were the sinners abashed
by the saints. It has been read from nearly every conceivable critical perspective, from New Critical to
post-structuralist, and it has been interpreted as propounding several, often opposing, meanings. But the
heathen and profane beings are only so in the eyes of the Puritans, such segregation being another sign of
Puritan hypocrisy, I would suggest. Psychological: Crews and Loving. It is a short history of an evolving
America as Hawthorne saw it from his early nineteenth-century, New England vantage point. Much recent
critical work on The Scarlet Letter assumes that part of the allegorical meaning of the letter A is this: A stands
for America as a nation. Loving, Jerome. Therefore, Hawthorne was restricted in how he made the characters
of The Scarlet Letter powerful within the society by what society feared. After the historical background has
been depicted, the focus will be set on the ambiguous illustration of the Puritan community in the two works
mentioned before. One of the main functions of allegory, he believes, is to point out the path to goodness. This
moral is not so simple as the one that suggests to an individual that if he remains healthily skeptical and
maintains a belief in his ability to will change, he can in fact change: that is, his dying hour, if he wills
otherwise, will not be gloom. Reynolds 6. And it is not simply that his faith leaves him when he breaks the
covenant, and without that faith and the power of God it brings through the covenant he cannot stand up to the
devil.


