
TAGORE ESSAY NATIONALISM

OUR REAL PROBLEM in India is not political. It is social. This is a condition not only prevailing in India, but among all
nations. I do not believe in an exclusive.

Let our life be simple in its outer aspect and rich in its inner gain. Tagore atleast had encountered the village
early in his life through his zamindari in what is now Bangladesh. That is the real answer. The gigantic
organizations for hurting others and warding off their blows, for making money by dragging others back, will
not help us. He says in great sadness that one time I thought the new world civilisation will perhaps begin to
take shape in the West. Therefore Life departed from her social system and in its place she is worshipping
with all ceremony the magnificent cage of countless compartments that she has manufactured. But then lot of
Indians are now urban, westernised, middle class Indians. A bit like Simone Weil, as the late Ramchandra
Gandhi pointed out to me. We have reasons to be proud of our medievalism. The general opinion of the
majority of the present-day nationalists in India is that we have come to a final completeness in our social and
spiritual ideals, the task of the constructive work of society having been done several thousand years before
we were born, and that now we are free to employ all our activities in the political direction. And he never
deviated from it. So he had readied for that kind of a thing because he wrote verse-plays himself and when he
wrote his verse-plays, the idea was to carry his words forward. We have to remember that in Europe, where
peoples had their racial unity from the beginning, and where natural resources were insufficient for the
inhabitants, the civilization has naturally taken the character of political and commercial aggressiveness. Yet,
remember that in Switzerland the races can mingle, they can intermarry, because they are of the same blood. I
may not agree with him. And to that extent, there is an intrinsic incompatibility between the idea of nation and
the Indian concept of self. But this you must also concede, that the West, being more favourably situated as to
homogeneity of races, has never given her attention to this problem, and whenever confronted with it she has
tried to make it easy by ignoring it altogether. You say this is human nature - and India also thought she knew
human nature when she strongly barricaded her race distinctions by the fixed barriers of social gradations. His
critique of nationalism was that of a wholesome and holistic thinker arguing against discourses couched in
essentialism and one-sidedness that champion power and wealth but not soul and conscience, greed but not
goodness, possessing but not giving, self-aggrandisement but not self-sacrifice, becoming but not being. That
was his starting point. Let us not forget that part of the story. And can we ever hope that these moral barriers
against our race amalgamation will not stand in the way of our political unity? He joined global rationalists of
the time, international citizens who like him saw the menace that was ravaging through the world in these
guises. Those who are enamoured of their political power and gloat over their extension of dominion over
foreign races gradually surrender their own freedom and humanity to the organizations necessary for holding
other peoples in slavery. It is social.


