
PURITAN NEW ENGLAND ESSAYS ON RELIGION SOCIETY AND

CULTURE

The Puritans were a religious group that came to North America in search of religious Their beliefs and traditions are still
practiced today and many social mores are still To do so, one can trace back to the Puritans of colonial New England,
whose Bay Colony around with the ideas to shape New England culture.

Developing a new colony was a challenge for the Puritans, but they persevered in their endeavors Those are
the obvious conclusions, but with like most anything in history, there's meaning and significance that we don't
catch at first glance. Because of their thought on the ideal community as a straitlaced society, those who
portrayed an imperfect model were to be isolated In the twentieth and twentyâ€”first centuries, the jeremiad
has persisted because of its continued effectiveness in creating mythic imagery that inspires ideal and
motivates action. Morgan speaks here, "the paradox that required a man to live in the world without being of
it. Several public officials made public apologies. So powerful and enduring are these Puritan influences in
American culture that they have become part of American identity. The colonists who came to Massachusetts
had a strong belief in the devil and his agents and were mainly Puritans, who came to America to gain
religious freedom. Religious beliefs were definitely an underlying influence for their sense of entitlement; the
Puritans left Europe because they were being discriminated against for not being Anglican. To understand the
Puritans and the nature of their society, it is necessary to grasp some of the theological principles of
Calvinism. What is Puritanism and the meaning of it in American history. The best place to start was a blank
slate, the New World. But there was one more episode in the decline and downfall of the Puritan wayâ€”the
witchcraft delusion, trials, and executions in the summer of  In when news arrived that William of Orange had
assumed the throne of England, the Puritan leaders arrested Andros and sent him to England where he was
quickly released. They are afraid of everything different and believe that the devil is living in the woods that
surround Salem village. Different dissenting groups and sects arose including Quakers, Anabaptists,
Millenarians, Baptists, Familists, Enthusiasts, and Antinomians. It seemed that humanities only goal was to
become a business tycoon and hit the big time. Vaughan 1 The Puritan movement emerged quickly and soon
they were not welcome in England anymore because they thought the changes that were made in England
were not enough and they wanted the church to change further. Calvin was inspired by Martin Luther another
French theologian whose temperament was fun than that of Calvin's In this book Morgan outlines how
Winthrop struggled with the dilemma, first internally, as he dealt with the question of whether traveling to the
New World represented a selfish form of separatism, the desire to separate himself from an impure England,
or whether, as he eventually determined, it offered a unique opportunity to set an example for all men by
establishing a shining city upon a hill, a purer Franklin: Puritan or Enlightenment? The Freake paintings by the
Freake-Gibbs painter as well as Captain Thomas Smith's self-portrait each represent a Puritan and therefore
show Puritan involvement in blatantly visual arts. It is human nature to relate to things we know in order to
make sense of the topic at hand. The s marked a significant transition from the corporate assurance and
religious fervor and a decline of confidence in the churches and communities that ensued. Puritans regarded
New England as a place to establish a "visible" kingdom of God, a society where outward conduct would be
according to God's laws


