
AN ANALYSIS OF MISERABLE LIFE OF A MAN IN THE STRANGER BY

ALBERT CAMUS

Throughout the novel "The Stranger", by Albert Camus, Meursault lives a life with no passion or hope that could possibly
disappoint him and still managed to.

Rizzuto, Anthony. For nearly a decade after the publication of The Plague, impeded by the consequences of
fame, Camus struggled to find enough time and privacy to compose a new work of fiction and to complete
philosophical and theatrical writings begun before he wrote The Plague. Kellman, Steven G. You know how
looking at a math problem similar to the one you're stuck on can help you get unstuck? For the most part,
Meursault reacts to his confinement in prison with characteristic indifference. It is, however, a different order
of discomfort that overcomes the reader when Marie insists that marriage is a very serious matter and
Meursault calmly replies that it is not. Meursault, however, seems more interested in the mournful prisoner
sitting beside him, whose mother is visiting. The two become even more separated when the Arabs closest to
them begin to interrupt them and comment about their own troubles, and Marie shouts that Raymond sends
greetings. He does not feel like his life makes a tremendous difference in the world, along with the Arab he
killed. When the jailer informs him that he has been six months in jail, the words have no meaning; they
convey nothing to him. This is compensation, he says. Meursault is no longer guaranteed happiness like he
was when he was a free man to make his own choices. The only certainty that Meursault has and holds onto is
that everyone eventually dies. Unlike Meursault, however, the mother and daughter kill themselves in fits of
madness and guilt when they discover the identity of the dead man, whereas, in contrast, Meursault does not
fully comprehend his own murder of a stranger. After making his fortune, he returned to his village in disguise
to see his mother and sister, who were running a hotel. During his early days in prison, he could not
comprehend that he was actually being held prisoner. Shmoop Editorial Team. He discovers that the more he
remembers, the more he is able to remember and concludes that even after a single day's experience in the
outside world, if a man were imprisoned for the rest of his life, if he could recall, in the minutest detail,
everything about that day, he could fill all his time with memory and not be defeated by boredom. The result
of this bind is that Rieux strikes his patients and their families as cold and indifferent; he ends up being hated
by those he is trying to help. Meursault also misses smoking. Here, Camus shows us the ever-present dual role
of the sun: at times, it is murderous, and at others it is warming and playful. It comforts him to know this due
to the fact that he at least knows how and when he is going to die. Then another change occurs. Likewise,
Marie's questions are commonplace; she wonders if he is all right and if he has everything he wants. In
addition, it illuminates various comments made by Meursault in Chapter I. Meursault never mourned for his
mother at her funeral and refused to see her body in the casket. Rhein, Phillip H. The Misunderstanding was
first produced in , several years following the publication of The Stranger. With Marie's first letter comes
Meursault's sharp realization that he must, to keep his sanity, stop thinking like a free man. Are these essay
examples edited? Such protests are justified, however, only if one assumes that Camus intended The Stranger
to be a realistic representation of the world, holding the mirror up to nature.


