
ETHICS BRANCH OF STUDY DEALING WITH

Ethics or moral philosophy is a branch of philosophy that involves systematizing, defending, Three major areas of study
within ethics recognized today are: . while normative ethics is concerned with whether it is correct to hold such a belief .

Technically, skeptics did not reject moral values themselves, but only denied that values exist as spirit-like
objects, or as divine commands in the mind of God. Was your decision based explicitly on ideas of what was
right and wrong? Is the termination of pregnancy wrong? Ethics deals with such questions at all levels. More
significantly, according to act-utilitarianism, specific acts of torture or slavery would be morally permissible if
the social benefit of these actions outweighed the disbenefit. According to this view, ethics is not an
independent field of study but rather a branch of theology see moral theology. Concerning our duties towards
oneself, these are also of two sorts: duties of the soul, which involve developing one's skills and talents, and
duties of the body, which involve not harming our bodies, as we might through gluttony or drunkenness, and
not killing oneself. Ethics of Care was developed mainly by Feminist writers, and calls for a change in how we
view morality and the virtues, shifting towards the more marginalized virtues exemplified by women, such as
taking care of others, patience, the ability to nurture, self-sacrifice, etc. This article, then, will deal with ethics
as a field of philosophy, especially as it has developed in the West. Examples of such underlying principles or
rules might include: 'I should do the best thing for my career in the long run. Think about a significant
decision that you have made that had an effect either for good or bad on the lives of other people.
Accordingly, ethics began with the introduction of the first moral codes. And how can any one manage to
believe himself an anarchist unless he practices it? Rule Consequentialism, which is a theory sometimes seen
as an attempt to reconcile Consequentialism and Deontology , that moral behavior involves following certain
rules, but that those rules should be chosen based on the consequences that the selection of those rules have.
Ideal Observer Theory: the view that what is right is determined by the attitudes that a hypothetical ideal
observer a being who is perfectly rational, imaginative and informed would have. We do not wish to be ruled.
So, based on the Golden Rule, it would also be wrong for me to lie to, harass, victimize, assault, or kill others.
If we try to apply our everyday notions of right and wrong to these questions, straightforward answers are not
always forthcoming. Emotion and Reason A second area of moral psychology involves a dispute concerning
the role of reason in motivating moral actions. Normative Principles in Applied Ethics Arriving at a short list
of representative normative principles is itself a challenging task. The obligations are unenforceable precisely
because of the other's lack of power. Virtue ethics Virtue ethics looks at virtue or moral character, rather than
at ethical duties and rules, or the consequences of actions - indeed some philosophers of this school deny that
there can be such things as universal ethical rules. Shall we aim at happiness or at knowledge, virtue , or the
creation of beautiful objects? By attributing a divine origin to morality, the priesthood became its interpreter
and guardian and thereby secured for itself a power that it would not readily relinquish. In this sense, ethics is
equivalent to moral philosophy. One famous way of putting this is 'the greatest good for the greatest number
of people'. So if someone says 'murder is wrong' they are telling us that they disapprove of murder. Tallying
only those consequences reveals that assisting the victim would be the morally correct choice, irrespective of
the negative consequences that result for her. Before you read on, take a few moments to write down a
definition of what you think the term means. According to Baier, then, proper moral decision making involves
giving the best reasons in support of one course of action versus another. It argues that decisions should be
made considering the factors of one's duties and other's rights the Greek 'deon' means 'obligation' or 'duty'.
Moore holds that ethical statements express propositions in that sense it is also cognitivist that cannot be
reduced to non-ethical statements e. It was first advocated by Plato and is particularly associated with Aristotle
, and became the prevailing approach to ethical thinking in the Ancient and Medieval periods. Second,
Bentham also proposed that we tally the pleasure and pain which results from our actions. They also yield
different conclusions. If we choose happiness, will it be our own or the happiness of all? We need a distinctly
emotional reaction in order to make a moral pronouncement. Annas and J. The field of business ethics
examines moral controversies relating to the social responsibilities of capitalist business practices, the moral
status of corporate entities, deceptive advertising, insider trading, basic employee rights, job discrimination,
affirmative action, drug testing, and whistle blowing. The issue of drive-by shooting, for example, is not an
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applied ethical issue, since everyone agrees that this practice is grossly immoral.


