
HOW TO WRITE A NEWS AND VIEWS ARTICLE SCIENCE NEWS

Browse the archive of articles on Nature. News & Views | 03 September during the maturation of sperm and egg cells
and in a type of brain cancer.

Was it large enough to draw conclusions from? They do not generally occupy more than 6 pages of Nature.
Bear in mind that the story you should tell your readers might not be the story the authors want you to tell your
readers. Naturejobs Articles related to scientific careers and recruitment are published in the Naturejobs
section and at the back of each printed issue of Nature. Top of page 8. Display items and explanatory boxes
used for explanation of technical points or background material are welcomed. References should be kept to a
minimum, ideally fewer than  Get other scientists' opinions Send the paper to a handful of experts to check.
Check the methods. Be brutal about this. So don't make things worse by introducing errors of your own. You
will find gems. Was the experiment well designed? Nature editors cannot undertake any correspondence about
unwanted Hypotheses submissions or suggestions. Progress articles are shorter reviews of topical, fast-moving
fields, and do not exceed 4 pages of Nature. Read it You cannot cover a paper properly without reading it.
What is the striking result? Remember: nematodes, fruit flies and mice are not humans, and what happens in a
Petri dish won't neccesarily happen in a person. The ideal Commentary conveys a sense of immediacy; be
relevant to an issue of current international concern; will present a novel, arresting perspective on topical
events; and will make specific, practical proposals, either setting an agenda or proposing better alternatives to
a perceived negative state of affairs. Because of their topicality, Progress articles should be written and
submitted within a few weeks of Nature's editors expressing interest in a synopsis. The text is often best
rounded off with comment on the implications of the new work and on future research directions. This
paragraph should explicitly refer to the paper or meeting under discussion and touch on the significance of the
new work. Progress articles do not occupy more than 4 pages of Nature, including display items and
references. Enquiries should be sent to the biology or physical sciences editors with 'Hypothesis' in the subject
line. They should not be focused on the author's own work. Figures or other types of illustration are desirable.
Remember that papers can take months to appear in journals, so find out how the work has moved on since the
work was submitted. Final artwork should be prepared in one of Nature's readable electronic formats. Further
details of format and editorial advice will be provided by the Commentary editor after submission of the
synopsis. More detail, background and explanation should follow, including the author's own 'views'. Books
and Arts Unsolicited contributions are not considered. On a bad day, they will have no recollection of the
paper their name appears on. Top of page 6. Top of page 5. The 'news' should be mentioned in a succinct
opening paragraph to attract the attention of those who are not experts in the field. Reviews are commissioned
by Nature's book review editor. Respect them and be honest. Move on if the answer is no. How did the face
transplant patient react when they looked in the mirror?


